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On Aug. 6, local media sources quoted air force commander Gen. Manuel Clavier as saying that
privatization of the Linea Aeropostal Venezolana (LAV) would be "inconvenient" for national
security objectives. With a fleet of 12 DC-9 planes, LAV carries 3 million passengers and 5,000
metric tons of cargo per year. LAV is Venezuela's second largest domestic airline, after Avensa.
In addition to domestic service, LAV has routine flights to the Caribbean (8% of total operations).
LAV was established 61 years ago by French nationals. The federal government plans to sell a
48% stake in LAV to foreign investors, 31% to domestic private investors, and 20% to employees.
Caracas will retain control over 1% of LAV stock. Iberia and Air France, among other foreign
airline companies, have expressed interest in LAV. The air force, said Gen. Clavier, has relied on
LAV during emergencies and for other "special tasks" to mobilize personnel and organize cargo
deliveries on a nationwide basis. Military officers are concerned about foreign pilots handling
intelligence information, and higher costs inherent in requisitioning planes from a privately-run
LAV. (Source: Agence France-Presse, 08/06/92)
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